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MATTER OF: National Investigation Bureau

DIGEST:

1. GAO does not consider incumbent con-
tractor's protest against contracting
agéncy's determination not to exercise
contract option under bid protest
procedures,

: 3 .
: 2. Prospective awardee's integrity is
matter . of responsibility, and GAOQ
does not review affirmative deter-
minations of responsibility except
: under circumstances not applicable
i here.

| Natlonal Investigation Bureau (National) protestb

! the failure of the Department of the Air Force, 'to éxer-~
cise its optlon under. contract No., F32605-78C-0056 for
securlty services at ‘the Air Force's Concrete MEWS s;ta
in North pakota. Natlonal also procests the propo

award of ;a, new contract for these services to the low
bidder under solicitation No. F32605-79B-003.on the basis
that a federal lien allegedly has been recorded against
that company and because the Goneral Services Administra-
tion allegedly is currently engaged in a "criminal"
investigation of the company.

We have been informally advised that the contract
was initially awarded to National for a l-year term
with two ‘additional l-year options execrcisable at the
discretion of the Government. 1In this regard, we point
out that we do not cdnsider an incumbent contractor's
protest that the agency should have exercised the option,
where the option provision of a contract is exercisable
at the sole discretion of the Government. C. G. Ashe
Enterprises, 56 Cowmp. Gen. 397 (1977), 77-1"CPb 1l66;
Delta Contracting Co., B-195176, July 5, 1979, 79-2
CPD 11,

.
o e et B e ——p—

National's allegation regarding the award of a con-
tract under the new solicitation, although characterized
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asj an issue of respons;veneus, COncerns the low bidder's
rea;t and lntegrltj and is therefore a matter of re~
SpDﬂSLlelty, see Mavfair Constriction Company,
Bii92023 Septembcr 11,71978, 76-2 CPD 187; J. P.
Mascaro &%Sons, Inc., B 192769 November 13, 1978, 78-2
CeD- 340, and an award, 0 ‘the 1ow bldder necessarlly

S
1ﬁyolves ‘an afflrmat;veé‘ctermlnatlon of IESPOHSlbllJtV
Medical Devides: of Fall®Rivér, Inc., B- 195047 June 27,
1979, 79-1 CPD 4063. W= do not, rev1ew protests dgalnst
affirmative determinatlons of responsmblllty unless
either fraud is allégeéd on the’ ‘part of procuring offi-
cials or the solicitation contains definitive respon-
sibility criteria which allegedly have not been applied.
Central Metals Products Incorporated, 54 Comp. Gen. 66
(1874)y, 74-2 CPD 64, vither exccption is applicable
here,

The protest is dismissed.
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Mllton J. ‘Socolar
General Counael





